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From THE GOLD MOUNTAIN POEMS

The Gold Mountain poems are anonymous works written by some of the
earliest Chinese immigrants to the United States. It was not until several
generations later that the poems were edited by Marlon K. Hom and published
by the University of California Press.

These three poems express the hardship and discrimination the immigrants
faced when arviving in America.
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JSGJ 1.5a

In search of a pin-head gain,

I was idle in an impoverished village.

[ve risked a perilous journey to come to the Flowery
Flag Nation.

Immigration officers interrogated me:

And, just for a slight lapse of memory,

I am deported, and imprisoned in this barren
mountain.

A brave man cannot use his might here,

And he can’t take one step beyond the confines.
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At home I was in poverty,
constantly worried about firewood and rice.
I borrowed money
to come to Gold Mountain.
Immigration officers cross-examined me;
no way could I get through.
Deported to this island,
like a convicted criminal.
Here—
Mournful sighs fill the gloomy room.
A nation weak; her people often humiliated
Like animals, tortured and destroyed at others’
whim.
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JSGJ 1.13b

So, liberty is your national principle;

Why do you practice autocracy?

You don’t uphold justice, you Americans,

You detain me in prison, guard me closely.

Your officials are wolves and tigers,

All ruthless, all wanting to bite me.

An innocent man implicated, such an injustice!

When can I get out of this prison and free
my mind? ¥



